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SUBJECT: THAI DELEGATIONS TO THE PRC 

1. SUMMARY: SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PRC AND THAILAND, VARIOUS THAI LEADERS, 
GROUPS, AND PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS HAVE SOUGHT TO TRAVEL TO 
CHINA IN AN OFFICIAL OR SEMI-OFFICIAL STATUS. FOR THE 

MOST PART, THE REASONS FOR WISHING TO VISIT CHINA HAVE BEEN 
A DESIRE ON THE PART OF SOME INDIVIDUALS TO GET A PIECE OF 
THE CHINA TRADE ACTION. HOWEVER, SOME HAVE BEEN CONTENT 
WITH THE PRESTIGE (AND HENCE POLITICAL ADVANTAGE) ATTACHED 
TO TRAVELING IN CHINA AS A GUEST OF THE PRC. THUS FAR, 

THREE DELEGATIONS HAVE VISITED CHINA SINCE JULY 1. ANOTHER 
PARTY IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART ON OCTOBER 14. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FIRST DELEGATION WAS LED BY THAI MINISTER OF 
COMMERCE, THONG YOT CHITTAWIRA, WHO NEGOTIATED THE RICE-OIL 
BARTER AGREEMENT. THE SECOND CONSISTED OF THAI JOURNALISTS 
FROM THE PROVINCES. THE THIRD WAS A GROUP OF HIGH RANKING 
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THAI NOBILITY HEADED BY PRINCESSSIRITATNA DITSIKUN (DISKUL). 
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ALL THREE PARTIES WERE OFFICIAL GUESTS OF THE PRC AND WERE 
ESCORTED AND WINED-AND-DINED BY PRC REPRESENTATIVES. THE 
FOURTH OFFICIAL DELEGATION TO CHINA WILL BE A GROUP FROM 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF THAILAND WHICH WILL DEPART ON OCT. 14. 
THE GROUP HEADED BY SOCIALIST PARTY DEPUTY LEADER. 

KHAISENG SUKSAI, HAD ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO LEAVE SEPTEMBER 
27 BUT DELAYED ITS DEPARTURE DUE TO THE SPECIAL THAI 
PARLIAMENTARY SESSION. 

3. MUCH PUBLICITY HAS ATTENDED THE DELAY OF THE VISITS OF 
THE DELEGATIONS LED BY THAI AGRICULTURAL AND COOPERATIVE 
MINISTER, THAWIT KLINPRATHUM, AND BY DEPUTY INTERIOR MINISTER, 
BUNLOET LOETPRICHA. IN BOTH CASES THAWIT AND BUNLOET RE- 
CEIVED APPROVAL FROM THE THAI CABINET FOR THE TRIP; HOW- 
EVER, PRC OFFICIALS DID NOT EXTEND INVITATIONS. 

4. THAWIT'S VISIT WAS OSTENSIBLY FOR THE NEGOTIATION OF 
ADDITIONAL AGRICULTURAL SALES TO CHINA. PRC OFFICIALS 
FINALLY REPLIED TO THAWIT STATING THAT THEY DID NOT PLAN 
TO BUY ANY MORE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS THIS YEAR AND WERE 
ALREADY INUNDATED WITH FOREIGN GUESTS. THEY SUGGESTED HE 
POSTPONE HIS VISIT TILL SPRING 76. 

5. THE PRC RESPONSE TO BUNLOET WAS SIMILAR. I.E. PLEASE 
DELAY THE VISIT DUE TO THE LARGE NUMBERS OF OTHER FOREIGN 
GUESTS DURING THE TIMES REQUESTED. BUNLOET'S REASONS 
FOR WANTING AN OFFICIAL INVITATION TO CHINA ARE LESS CLEAR 
THAN THAWIT'S, AND ARE PROBABLY MORE SELF-SERVING. 

6. THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS SPECULATION THAT POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE TWO TRIPS WAS AN EXPRESSION OF DISPLEASURE BY THE 
PRC IN REACTION TO THE THAI CABINET’S DECISION TO SUSPEND 
BARTER TRADE WITH CHINA DUE TO THE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN 
THE RICE FOR OIL SWAP (TOO MUCH PARAFIN IN THE PRC OIL FOR 
THAI REFINERIES). WHILE SOME THAI AUTHORITIES MAY WISH TO 
READ THIS INTO THE PRC DECISION, THERE IS NOTHING TO 
SUBSTANTIATE THIS THEORY IN PRC ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

7. WHILE JOCKEYING FOR OFFICIAL INVITATIONS IS GOING ON 

IN THE GOVERNMENT, MANY GROUPS FROM CHINESE ORGANIZATIONS, 
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SINO-THAI OWNED BUSINESSES, AND SINO-THAI FAMILIES HAVE 
BEEN TRAVELING OR ARE ABOUT TO TRAVEL TO CHINA. THESE 
GROUPS HAVE BORNE THE BULK OF THE TRAVEL EXPENSES THEMSELVES. 
FOR EXAMPLE, A PARTY FROM THE CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING TO VISIT CHINA IN AN UNOFFICIAL STATUS 
PAYING ALL ITS OWN EXPENSES. HOWEVER. THEY HAVE YET TO 
OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM THE PRC AUTHORITIES. 
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8. COMMENT: THE NUMBER OF OFFICIAL THAI DELEGATIONS 
WILL PROBABLY BE LIMITED BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT AND THE PRC. KHUKRIT REPORTEDLY 
EXPRESSED DISPLEASURE AT THE NUMBER OF REQUESTS FOR 
OFFICIAL TRAVEL STATUS. HIS ATTITUDE ON THIS MATTER 
PROBABLY MIRRORS A SIMILAR FEELING ON THE PRC SIDE. AT 
THE SAME TIME, WE EXPECT THE LEVEL OF THAI TRAVEL TO 
CHINA TO INCREASE MARKEDLY ESPECIALLY ONCE VISAS ARE OB- 
TAINABLE IN BANGKOK. THE INDIVIDUALS TRAVELING IN THIS 
UNOFFICIAL CATEGORY WILL PRIMARILY BE SINO-THAI BUSINESS- 
MEN AND FAMILIES, WHO HERETOFORE HAD TO TRAVEL TO CHINA 
CLANDESTINELY. 
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